Higher  Education  Circular  No.  9. 

DEPARTMENT 

BUREAU 


OF  THE  INTERIOR, 

OF  EDUCATION. 


April,  1918. 


THE   WORK  OF  AMERICAN   COLLEGES    AND  UNIVERSITIES 

DURING  THE  WAR. 


EFFECT  OF  THE  WAR  ON  STUDENT  ENROLLMENT. 

On  October  1,  1917,  the  Bureau  of  Education  sent  a  questionnaire 
to  625  colleges  and  universities,  comprising  the  full  list  as  given  in 
the  Educational  Directory.  This  called  for  a  statement  from  each 
institution  of  the  student  enrollment  for  1916  and  for  the  fall  term  of 
1917,  reported  by  colleges  or  schools,  by  classes,  and  by  sex  (men  or 
women).  By  November  15  about  45  per  cent  of  the  institutions  had 
reported.  As  it  seemed  advisable  to  get  as  many  replies  as  possible, 
second  inquiries  were  sent  to  all  the  institutions  that  had  not  reported. 
In  response  to  these  two  requests  393  institutions,  or  63  per  cent  of 
the  total  list,  returned  replies.  Of  these,  42  were  made  in  such  a 
manner  that  they  could  not  "be  used.  In  many  cases  the  officer 
reporting  gave  the  figures  for  only  one  year,  or  gave  the  percentage 
of  loss  for  the  entire  college  without  giving  actual  figures.  Several 
simply  reported  that  no  students  had  enlisted,  evidently  thinking 
that  only  enlistments  in  the  uniformed  forces  were  desired. 

Of  the  total  number  of  institutions  reporting,  313  colleges  of  arts 
and  sciences  (or  of  liberal  arts)  gave  full  figures  for  classes,  men,  and 
women,  as  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Effect  of  the  war  on  .J  13  colleges  of  liberal  arts. 


Classes. 

Fall  of 
1916. 

Fall  of 
1917. 

Gain  or  loss. 

Per  cent. 

Freshman  class: 

Men  

22, 531 
17, 442 

14, 613 
11,613 

10, 692 
S,96] 

8,712 
7,285 

4,043 
3, 273 

IS.  Slill 

17, 556 

12, 505 
11,882 

8, 157 
9,911 

6, 149 
7,897 

2,419 
2,919 

Gain. 

Loss. 
3, 671 

Gain. 

Loss. 
16.3 

Women  

114 

0.6 

Sophomore  class: 

Men  

2,113 

14.  4 

Women  

269 

2.3 

Junior  class: 

Men  

2,535 

23.7 

Women  

130 

1.  4 

Senior  class: 

Men  

2, 563 

29.4 

Women  

611 

8.  4 

Special  and  graduate  students: 

1,624 
354 

40. 1 
10.8 

Total  men  

i;n,  .v.ni 
48, 575 

■Is.  IV. Ill 

49, 345 

12,  506 

20.6 

Total  women  

770 

1.6 

109, 171 

97,  435 

11,736 

10.8 

53846—18 


2 


EFFECT  OF  THE  WAR  ON  STUDENT  ENROLLMENT. 


As  may  have  been  expected,  the  two  upper  classes  show  the  greatest 
loss  in  men.  Evidently  the  war  has  deterred  many  high-school 
graduates  from  entering  college  at  present,  while  most  of  the  fresh- 
men already  in  college  decided  to  remain  until  called,  since  the 
sophomore  class  shows  the  smallest  loss  of  all.  The  total  loss  in  men 
aggregates  about  one-fifth  of  the  male  student  body,  the  number  of 
women  shows  a  small  increase,  and  the  net  loss  of  the  entire  student 
body  is  nearly  11  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the  annual  increase  of 
5  per  cent  to  be  expected  in  normal  times. 

While  the  figures  just  given  deal  only  with  students  in  colleges 
of  liberal  arts,  the  following  table  portrays  enrollment  conditions  in 
various  other  kinds  of  institutions  of  higher  education. 

EFFECT   OF   THE    WAR    OX   TECHNICAL   AND   PROFESSIONAL  SCHOOLS. 

Evidently  these  schools  have,  in  general,  suffered  greater  losses 
than  the  colleges  of  liberal  arts,  a  fact  doubtless  due  to  the  greater 
maturity  of  the  students  in  at  least  some  of  them,  and  due  also  to 
the  immediate  demand  by  the  Army  for  men  trained  in  specific 
callings.  The  order  of  the  War  Department  allowing  medical 
students  to  finish  their  courses  is  reflected  in  the  gain  here,  as  opposed 
to  losses  everywhere  else.  Unfortunately,  the  corresponding  order 
applying  to  engineering  students  was  issued  too  late  to  influence  the 
enrollment  in  the  fall  of  1917,  and  a  serious  loss  amounting  to  more 
than  18  per  cent  is  here  noted. 


EFFECT  OF  THE  WAS,  ON  STUDENT  ENROLLMENT.  3 
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